
Partnership lends creation to the WMN Science Club 
By Kari Lucin, Daily Globe 

WORTHINGTON – A scientist bends over lab equipment, scrutinizing the 
results of the recently-completed DNA extraction procedure.  
                  Although this scientist is motivated with the same spirit of scientific 
inquiry other scientists have, there’s something unusual happening. 

This scientist is only 13 years old. 
So far, 25 eighth-grade scientists from Worthington Middle School 

have signed up for the brand-new Worthington Middle School Science Club. 
“We’re looking for things that will pique students’ interest, extend 

academics beyond the school day,” said WMS Principal Jeff Britten. 
The Worthington Regional Economic Development Corporation 

donated $2,000 for student supervision and transportation.  The Minnesota West 
Community and Technical College is also partnering with WMS for the club, 
helping the students through two labs in its own facilities. 

Middle school science teacher Tim Doeden is the adviser for the 
newly-formed science club. 

“The hope is that eventually, it will be funded by various organizations 
and industries,” Doeden said.  “It will build interest in the idea that you can find 
good science jobs and stay in the area.  You can even start the training here.” 

Organizers hope the WMS Science Club will feed into the 
Worthington High School Science Club, which will then feed into Minnesota 
West’s program for industrial lab technicians and ultimately, Worthington’s 
flourishing bio-science industry. 

“We want kids to realize that science career fields are a reality, and 
they’re fund and interesting,” Britten said.  “There are a lot of very diverse 
opportunities just in Southwest Minnesota.” 

Club members will participate in four hands-on labs in addition to 
regular meetings twice a month and a field trip at the end of the school year.  
They will also produce a research project that will be displayed at the 
Worthington Bioscience Conference in the spring. 

All four labs involve bioscience.  In one, students will extract DNA.  
In another, they will sequence the DNA.  Two of the labs will be performed at 
Minnesota West’s laboratories, and the other two will be at Prairie Holdings.  

Both organizations are donating time, lab space and scientists’ time for the 
program.  

Students who want to be involved in the science club must be 
interested in science, behave as representatives of the school, attend regularly, 
finish their research project on time, attend the Worthington Bioscience 
Conference and maintain a grade point average of 2.33 or above. 

Students must also be in eighth grade. 
“This way, they’ve had all of life sciences,” said Doeden, adding that 

eighth-graders had a higher maturity level.  “They’ve got the foundation already. 
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